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The New Rural Paradigm (NRP)

Old Paradigm New Paradigm
Objectives Equalization, focus on 

farm income
Competitiveness of rural 
areas

Key target Sector based Holistic approach that 
includes various sectors of 
rural economies

Main tools Subsidies Investments

Key actors National governments, 
farmers

Multilevel-governance

Objectives of NRP:
‐ Guarantee adequate attention to rural issuesGuarantee  adequate attention to rural issues
‐ Empower local communities and governments 
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Distribution of Income Sources, 2008

Earnings
Dividends, 

Interest, Rent
Transfer 
Payments

M t 67 6% 18 2% 14 2%Metro 67.6% 18.2% 14.2%
Nonmetro 60.2% 16.8% 23.0%



Basin & Range

Percent of Farm Household Income from Off‐Farm Sources, by Farm Resource Region, 2009

Basin & Range
100.2%

Northern Crescent

Northern Great Plains
78.7% Heartland

71.5%

95.4%

Eastern Uplands
114.2%

Southern Seaboard
102.0%

F i f l RiFruitful Rim
92.3%
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96.1%

Mississippi Portal
79.3%

Source: USDA, ARMS



Percent of Farm Household Income from Off‐Farm Sources by ERS Farm 
Typology, 2009
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Source: USDA, ARMS
Data not shown for limited resource, retirement, and residential type farms












